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The PSWSFA is a family-oriented fishing club established in 1957. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month (March-Dec.) at 7:00pm. The meetings are free and open to the public and are a great place to swap stories with 
other local fishermen, find new fishing partners and plan trips together. We have raffles with nice giveaways-donated by 
local businesses plus prizes we buy ourselves. Each month we have speakers sharing their experience on one of the local 
fisheries. Come join us and get to know some of the other fishermen in your local area. Directions on last page. You can 
visit us at www.pswsfa.com.

Next meeting
15 Nov 2022 7:00 pm

Wow, November already, and hard 
to believe and we are still turning our 
clocks back an hour in the Fall. How 
quaint!

I had a great time in Hawaii, didn’t 
do any fishing but managed some 
snorkeling, Jet skiing with spinner 
dolphin (they just happened to be in 
the area) but came up and visited with 
us anyway, and flying in a powered 
hang glider (awesome).

We will also be electing a new 
president this month along with new 
or renewing board members. We also 
need a new corresponding secretary.

We could really use your help with 
these two important positions.

Come on out to the meeting on the 
15th and show your support.

 

Mike the Editor

Remember, blue text within  an 
article represents a link.

Greetings everyone! I am happy to 
announce we will have Gary Parsons 
from Reel Recovery speaking to us 
at the meeting Tuesday, Nov 15 th . 
Reel Recovery is a national non-profit 
organization that conducts FREE 
FLY FISHING RETREATS for men 
living with all forms of cancer. Come 
on out and find out more about this 
organization.

Once again, I am asking all PSWSFA 
members to consider volunteering to 
run for one of the two open positions 
on the board. The commitment is 
only for one year at a time, as we 
hold elections for the officers every 
year. I am dedicated to this club and 
hope it thrives for years to come just 
as it did for decades before I became 
involved. I will, however, be stepping 
down regardless of the outcome of 
the elections next week. At present, 
we do not have any nominees for 
President or Corresponding Secretary. 
As President, you would be presiding 
over the general membership meetings 
and leading board meetings. You 
would also represent the club when 
necessary for public functions. The 
Corresponding Secretary takes care 
of all written correspondence for the 
club and occasionally will be asked to 
present the club’s opinion to different 
organizations, such as VMRC and 
VDGIF. This activity is usually very 

limited and does not require a great 
deal of time. All officers are asked 
to attend as many monthly board 
meetings as possible. I think the club 
would benefit greatly from fresh faces 
and new ideas at the board meetings. 
Even if you are not willing to become 
active on the PSWSFA board, please 
join us at the next general membership 
meeting for fellowship and to 
participate in the election.

On the fishing front, inshore 
fishermen are catching trout 
and redfish, along with togs and 
sheepshead. I have seen a few reports 
with decent rockfish being caught 
in the rivers. Offshore anglers are 
catching a few tuna and the occasional 
wahoo. Bottom fishermen are catching 
black bass, togs and triggers. Don’t 
forget the black sea bass season will 
close on Dec. 11th. I have not seen 
many reports with flounder, which 
usually show up on the nearshore 
wrecks in the fall. The club will be 
holding the annual Irv Fenton Rockfish 
Tournament throughout the month of 
December. You can find all the details 
in any Chumline.

I hope to see everyone at the 
meeting this Tuesday at 7pm.

Tight Lines
Danny Forehand, President
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Attention all members: This is a reminder that all memberships will now expire on the last 
day of February of each year. Forms are available from Johnny Boyd (membership committee). 

At the December 2019 board meeting the board voted to increase the dues by $10. As before, the 
$40 is per individual or family. We haven’t had a dues increase in pretty much forever and this will 
help the club pay for the increased cost of our meeting space as well as supporting events like the 
picnic, awards banquet, and fishing related events, organizations, and tournaments.

PSWSFA 2022 MEMBERSHIP

Dues: $40 per year for entire family*
(March through February - not prorated throughout the year)

Name:                                                                           Spouse:                                                    

Dependents Names and ages

1)                                                                      4)                                                                       
2)                                                                      5)                                                                       
3)                                                                      6)                                                                       

*Family most be living with you

Address:                                                                                                                                      
City:                                                         State:           Zip               Home Phone                       
E-Mail:                                                                                             Cell Phone:                          
Boat Name/Call Sign:                                                                                                                  
Total number in your membership:                        
Send this form with a check (payable to PSWSFA) to:  Please check one of the following:

 PSWSFA            Yes, please add my name to the club membership book
 P.O. Box 5194            No, please do not publish my information
 Newport News, VA 23605

2022 Club Officers   Board of Directors

Danny Forehand    
President    John Hunt Jr.  David Agee
Milton Hudgins   Ronnie Wilson Mike Frielingsdorf
Vice President   Gary Donaldson Richie Moore
Wally Veal    Dave Boyce  Daily Vandergriff
Secretary    Rick Wineman Johnny Boyd
Christina Grice   Charles Randolph Gerald Abrams (alt)

Treasurer    Paul Downey    
TBD
Corresponding Secretary
Stan Simmerman
Past President
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Chesapeake Shipbuilding has been 
busy churning out new river cruise boats 
on the Wicomico River at an ambitious 
pace. And its first catamaran, built for 
sister company American Cruise Lines, 
is set to debut in the spring.

“We’ll be able to explore the Chester 
River to Chestertown, or the Wicomico, 
and a lot of other places, or even check 
out hidey-holes around Tangier Island,” 
says Charles “Charlie” B. Robertson. 
The president and CEO of American 
Cruise Lines.

The new modified catamarans, or 
“coastal cats” being built at Chesapeake Shipbuilding in Salisbury will join the existing American 
Cruise Lines fleet of 15 boats with a maximum of 190 passengers.

“The new boats will offer an intimate guest experience and will be able to access shallow waters, 
lakes, rivers, bays and coastlines, combining the best of small-ship and luxury river cruising. It’s really 
about the smallness of the ships and the local aspect of our cruising,” Robertson says.

The “smallness” of the ships allows cruisers to reach smaller ports and harbors than a typical cruise 
ship—both at home on the Chesapeake and across America’s waterways.

“Our itineraries will ake guests to less-visited destinations around the country that are overlooked 
by, or are inaccessible to, ocean cruise lines. To date, we visit 100 ports around the USA and we think 
there’s more than 500 potential ports for us to visit,” says Robertson.

Each boat will be 241 feet long with a 56-foot beam and feature a hybrid catamaran design that
enables both shallow draft access and stable sailing.

They’ll accommodate 109 passengers in 56 staterooms, nearly all with private balconies, and 50 
crew members. Interiors were designed by Miami-based Studio DADO design firm, a company well-
known in cruising décor. The boats will be powered by ultra-low-sulfur diesel so they meet the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Tier 3 and Tier 4 emission requirements.

Observation and sitting areas will be available at the bow, both inside and outside, and each ship 
will showcase an expansive forward lounge with 270-degree views. The ships will also feature two 
dining venues, as well as room service, a rarity for small ships of this size.

The first of a dozen identical boats, American Eagle, is scheduled for its first 8-day Chesapeake 
Bay cruise on July 15, 2023, before heading to New England for a series of Cape Cod and Maine 
coast and harbor cruises.

Eastern Shore Shipbuilder Readies “Coastal Cat” Multihulls 
For Spring Cruise Season

Continued on Pg 4
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Continued from page 3

The American Glory is set for four 11-day cruises of the Chesapeake beginning on October 29, 2023. 
It’s due to return to the Chesapeake, like the migratory birds along the Atlantic Flyway, in March 2025.

The recognizeable white boats currently running Chesapeake cruise itineraries start from Baltimore 
(and can include a night before the cruise stay at the Four Seasons, with breakfast and a Charm City 
bus tour) and may visit Norfolk, Yorktown, Cambridge, St. Michaels, Oxford, Washington, D.C., Mount 
Vernon, Crisfield, and Annapolis before returning to Baltimore.

American Cruise Lines has been running small-ship cruises along American waters for 30 years. 
Cruises include live entertainment and lectures by local experts and historians. The itineraries are 
particularly geared toward history buffs.

Nathan Richardson brings insight as a Frederick Douglass historian. Lori Gross, crab specialist, 
talks about the industry and brings a bushel of steamed crabs for an afternoon treat. Robert R. Yonskie 
presents many of the lectures on the Bay itineraries and even sings.

As Chesapeake Shipbuilding churns out the new additions to the American Cruise Lines fleet, 
Robertson is trying to constantly improve upon existing capabilities. Next, he’s set his sights on being 
able to use shore power with the small cruise ships.

“We’re really excited to be working with several ports around the country to try and make that 
possible,” says Robertson, noting that all new ships will be built with shore power capabilities and some 
existing vessels will be retrofitted. He adds that much less power is needed for a small ship, and “so in 
many places it is pretty doable.”

-Judy Colbert
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Last Month’s
Mystery Fish

Potter’s Anglefish

The Potter’s Anglefish inhabit 
reef slopes, rocky ledges, and 
rubble areas. They live in clear 
water from 10-150’.

Potter’s angelfish have a unique 
pattern, with a deep orange on 
its front and dorsal region, which 
shades to a grayish-blueish side. 
Its posterior has vertical lines of 
blue and black. Potter’s angelfish 
are endemic to Hawaii and are the 
most common angelfish seen in the 
Hawaiian Islands. Reaching only 5 
inches in length, this species does 
well in aquarium environments.

In the wild, Potter’s angelfish 
feeds primarily on algae and 
detritus. It is however an 
opportunistic and inquisitive fish 
and it is for instance known to 
nibble at coral. In the wild, it has 
been observed cleaning algae 
from turtles.

This is a day-active species 
that live in pairs or small groups 
consisting of one male and several 
females. It prefers clear water and 
is commonly found under ledges or 
on reef slopes with plenty of holes 
to seek shelter in. It is known to 
rapidly dart from one safe spot to 
another. They pick a territory and 
stay there, and the male fish will 
defend his group from other males 
of the same species. Fish from 
other species are allowed to enter 
the territory, even species that feed 
on algae just like Potter’s angelfish.

A note from Susan Musick   Marine Advisory Program - VIMS

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s Cooperative Research 
Branch wants to hear from the region’s fisheries stakeholders. Your 
input is key to creating a strategic, forward-thinking program that 
builds community and develops effective cooperative research 
projects.. Registration for the 2023 Northeast Cooperative Research 
Summits is live! Everyone involved or interested in cooperative 
research is encouraged to attend, contribute a poster, or provide 
a presentation. Registration and abstracts for presentations and 
posters are due December 7th. Participation stipends are available 
for on-the-water fishermen. The Mid-Atlantic Cooperative Research 
Summit will be held in Newport News, VA on January 31, 2023. 

Questions?  Contact:  anna.mercer@noaa.gov
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Juvenile striped bass abundance remains steady in Virginia waters
by Staff |  October 20, 2022

Preliminary results from an ongoing long-term survey conducted by 
researchers at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science suggest another 
average year class of young-of-year striped bass was produced in Virginia 
tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay in 2022. The 2022 year class represents 
the group of fish hatched this spring that will grow to fishable sizes in three 
to four years.

The VIMS Juvenile Striped Bass Seine Survey recorded a mean value 
of 7.95 fish per seine haul in the Virginia portion of the Chesapeake Bay; 
this value is called a recruitment index by scientists. The 2022 value is 
similar to the historic average of 7.77 fish per seine haul and represents the 
10th consecutive year of average or above-average recruitment in Virginia 
waters. Although there can be considerable variation in striped bass 
recruitment among years, the indices observed in recent years suggest that 
abundance of juvenile striped bass in Virginia has been relatively stable.

Striped bass play an important role as a top predator in the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem and are a valuable resource for 
commercial and recreational anglers. Professor Mary Fabrizio, who directs the Juvenile Striped Bass Seine Survey at VIMS, 
notes that the economic and ecological value of striped bass lends significant interest to the year-to-year status of their 
population. “By estimating the relative number of young-of-year striped bass,” she says, “our survey provides an important 
measure of annual and long-term trends in the Bay’s striped bass population.”

The VIMS survey samples 18 index sites in the Rappahannock, York, and James River watersheds. Biologists sample 
each site 5 times from mid-June to mid-August, deploying a 100-foot seine net from the shore. Each fish captured in the net 
is counted, measured, and returned to the river. These young striped bass usually measure between 1.5 and 4 inches. Survey 
scientists in Virginia measured 2,236 juvenile striped bass at these stations in 2022. VIMS has been conducting the survey 
annually since 1967 for the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC).

The striped bass population in Chesapeake Bay has rebounded from historic lows in the late 1970s and early 1980s 
after fishing bans were enacted in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia in the mid- to late-1980s. Since then, the population 
increased to the point that striped bass in the Bay and elsewhere were considered recovered. In 2019, scientists determined 
that the striped bass population was overfished and that mortality due to fishing was higher than what the population can 
withstand in the long term. Monitoring of juvenile striped bass recruitment will continue next year to provide managers with 
crucial information to sustainably manage this important species.

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) conducts a similar survey within Maryland’s portion 
of the Chesapeake Bay. In 2022, MDNR recorded a below-average year class. Differences between Maryland and 
Virginia indices are not uncommon. For example, in 2013, 2016, 2019, 2020, and 2021 MDNR recorded below-
average year classes in Maryland, while VIMS recorded average or above-average year classes in Virginia. The 
causes of such differences vary annually and can be difficult to determine. Striped bass populations, however, are 
supported by strong year classes which can mitigate the impact of less productive years.

For more information about the VIMS Juvenile Striped Bass Seine Survey, visit the VIMS survey webpage.
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Speckled trout fishing in the shallows is good right now in rivers, 
inlets and along the oceanfront in the surf.  Richard Parmelee re-
leased a 25″ and a 24 3/4″ speckled trout and Randy Morton a 26″ 
speckled trout.

Rockfish and puppy drum are being caught by those seeking trout.

A few big red drum are still available, but most are moving south. 
Kylie Hajek had 48″ red drum release, Brad Bittmann a 47″ release, 
Robert Perez a 48″ release and Jeromy Teeter a 52″ release.

Tautog and sheepshead are still being caught in the Bay along 
CBBT structure and on the artificial reefs. Thomas Czaplicki caught 
a 12 lb. 1 oz. sheepshead, Raymond Dodson Jr. a 11 lb. 8 oz. 
sheepshead and Michael Bouquet a 9 lb. 11 oz. Tautog.

Black seabass fishing has been excellent, boats are catching limits 
of jumbos. The Triangle Reef is a popular spot.

October 26, 2022: Results of the October 25th Commission meeting 
have been posted. [ Commission Results ]

October 13, 2022: Effective 6:00 P.M., Sunday, October 16, 2022, the 
2022/2023 Virginia directed commercial speckled trout fishery will close. 
Based upon landing reports from Virginia seafood buyers and speckled 
trout harvesters, it is projected that Virginia will have harvested and land-
ed 100% of the 51,104 pound quota. Therefore, after 6:00 P.M. on Sun-
day, October 16, 2022, it shall be unlawful for any commercial fisherman 
registration licensee to take, harvest, land, or possess more than the daily 
incidental catch limit for the remainder of the fishing year. The daily inci-
dental catch limit shall be 50 pounds of speckled trout per licensee aboard 
the vessel, not to exceed 100 pounds per vessel.
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MAIL ENTRY FORMS TO:  
MR. MILTON HUDGINS

1894 KATIE LANE
HAYES, VA  23072  

(e-mail: judygee03@gmail.com)

Deadline for turning in your 2022 entry forms: 
Month of Entry Deadline (RegMtg)  Month  Deadline (Reg Mtg)
January       15 Feb  July          16 Aug
February       15 Mar  August          21 Sep
March        19 Apr  September         18 Oct
April        17 May   October          15 Nov
May        21 Jun    November         20 Dec
June        19 Jul         December     by Brd Mtg 10 Jan 2023

       Monthly Tournament List
 September 2022

Speckled Trout        
  Stan Simmerman 26”   

Spanish Mackerel     
 Matt Wadell  26”

Flounder
 Danny Taylor  24.5”

Spot
 Clair Hillard  9.75”

Sheepshead
 Danny Taylor      24.5”

Cobia
 Chris Harris  58” 

 

Bring your entries to Milton at our monthly meeting by 7:00 pm or send an email or snail mail to the address’ on the left (Yellow Box). 
Please direct any questions to Milton.

Monthly Tournament Contenders
Species Min Size

Albacore Tuna 35”

Amberjack 40”

Bigeye Tuna 40”

Black Drum 40”

Blackbelly Rosefish 14”

Blackfin Tuna 45”

Bluefin Tuna 45”

Bluefish 25”

Blueline Tilefish 20”

Blue Marlin Release

Channel Bass 40”

Cobia 40”

Croaker 16”

Dolphin 35”

False Albacore 25”

Flounder 22”

Golden Tilefish 30”

Gray Trout 24”

Grouper 16”

Jack Crevalle 36”

King Mackerel 35”

Pompano 12”

Sailfish Release

Sea Bass 15”

Shark 60”

Sheepshead 15”

Snapper 12”

Spadefish 18”

Spanish Mackerel 20”

Spearfish Release

Speckled Trout 21”

Spot 8”

Striped Bass 36”

Swordfish Release

Tarpon Release

Tautog 18”

Triggerfish 15”

Wahoo 40”

White Marlin Release

Whiting (Roundhead) 14”

Yellowfin Tuna 35”

Photo taken in 2017 by the Editor at the Hilton Waikoloa 
lagoon, Da Big Island, Hawaii
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So you think you know 
your Fish

Name this Unfish?
Answer next monthYear-round fishing at Baja California, the world’s aquarium

BAJA CALIFORNIA — One of the many advantages of living in Southern 
California is our close proximity to Mexico, where anglers flock to drop 
lines and interact with one of the most diverse marine life populations in 
the world. Dorado, marlin, roosterfish, sailfish, tuna, wahoo and yellowtail 
are among the bites to be had in what Mexico’s tourism folks describe as 
world’s aquarium.

That aquarium would definitely be found in the Sea of Cortez, where 
the inside of Baja California’s peninsula protects the waterway from rough 
fishing conditions. Cities like La Paz and Loreto have positioned themselves 
as ideal destinations for fishing charters and expeditions. Great fishing 
trips are also to be had at Ensenada and Los Cabos, particularly if you’re 
looking for Pacific Ocean bites.

Here’s a broad look at what you can expect should you have the itch to 
drop a line or two or more south of the border.

Ensenada (Bahia de Todos los Santos)
Deep sea fishing off the Ensenada coast ranges from winter bottom 

fishing to summer surface action. Ensenada is also a great jump off point 
for local island bites – specifically at Los Coronado (or Islas Coronado) – 
or long-range catches.

Recent fish counts out of Sergio Sportfishing in Ensenada show 
barracuda, rockfish, sand bass and yellowfin tuna as popular bites. Also 
found on recent fish counts are salmon grouper, rock cod, calico bass and 
whitefish.

Also out of the shores just west of the Guadalupe Valley is Ensenada 
Sportfishing. Barracuda, bonito, calico bass, Dorado, lingcod, red snapper, 
rock cod, sheephead, skipjack, whitefish, yellowfin and yellowtail were all 
caught on recent expeditions out of Ensenada Sportfishing.

Dorado, bonito, barracuda, albacore, bass, marlin and tuna (bluefin and 
yellowfin) are all ideal spring and summer bites, while cod and other deep 
sea fish are likely to be at the end of your line during the winter months.

Nearby Punta Banta is great for deep sea fishing, while some islands in 
or near Bahia de Todos los Santos have solid bites of cod and mackerel.

La Paz
Baja California Sur’s capital city of La Paz is the first major fishing 

destination for anyone turning into the Sea of Cortez from the Pacific 
Ocean. The most popular bites in La Paz are Dorado (June through 
August), striped marlin (May through September), roosterfish (June 
through September) and yellowfin (July through September).

Cabrilla, grouper, Pacific jack cravelle, blue marlin, sailfish and wahoo 
are also good bites at various portions of the year.

More info at: https://www.thelog.com/snw/year-round-fishing-at-
baja-california-the-worlds-aquarium/
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Peninsula Salt Water Sports Fisherman’s Assoc.
P.O. Box 5194

Newport News, VA 23605

Directions to PSWSFA Meeting
Former St Mark’s Episcopal Church
From 64 (either direction) take the Mercury 
Blvd exit towards the James River Bridge 
(West) stay in the right hand lane and turn 
right at the light onto Todds Lane. Go past 
Zaxby’s chicken about 400 ft and the driveway 
to the church is on the right. The original St, 
Mark’s sign is still on the lawn just short of the 
driveway. 

If you come to the traffic light at the intersection 
of Cunningham you went to far. Turn right on 
Cunningham and look for the Cunningham 
entrance to the church (500ft). If it is blocked 
you will need to do a U-turn on Cunningham 
and go left onto Todds Lane.

From Mercury, the church driveway is just 
short of the Bercuese Funeral home entrance 
or just after if coming from Cunningham.

WHAT’S UP NEXT & BEYOND

15 November - General membership meeting


