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The PSWSFA is a family-oriented fishing club established in 1957. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
(March-Dec.) at 7:00pm. Unfortunately. we are currently on hold for meetings due to Covid 19. But when we finally get 
back to normal the meetings are free and open to the public and are a great place to swap stories with other local fishermen, 
find new fishing partners and plan trips together. We have raffles with nice giveaways-donated by local businesses plus 
prizes we buy ourselves. Each month we have speakers sharing their experience on one of the local fisheries. Come join us 
and get to know some of the other fishermen in your local area. 

Greetings and its June already, 
good golly miss Molly where does 
the time go. Getting old sucks.

As was mentioned in last month’s 
Chumline we WILL be having our 
15 June meeting at the JUOAM 
meeting hall at 10 Lodge Rd. in 
Poquoson starting at 7:00pm. 
Directions on the last page.

SInce we haven’t had a meeting 
in so long we have a huge selection 
of raffle prizes as well as a large 
amount of give away items. SO 
come to the meeting for a good 
chance to walk away with some 
nice stuff. Rumor has it that Mirro-
lure has donated some lures for the 
raffle as well.

The July meeting will be at the 
former St. Mark’s Episcopal church 
off of Todds lane in Hampton (where 
it turns towards Mercury Blvd). It 
sits directly behind, and now owned 
by, Berceuse Funeral Home. They 
have a  hall that is as big or bigger 
than our old place in Newport News. 
A map to St. Mark’s will be in the 
July Chumline. Members can add 
comments about which is the best 
fit for the club at the July meeting.

Well no one new anything about             Continued on Pg 2

     Greetings All,
I am happy to state we will be 
having a general membership 
meeting next Tuesday for the 
first time in many months. It will 
be very nice to see you all again. 
It is my pleasure to announce we 
will have Dr. Ken Neill III speak-
ing, regarding recent changes to 
the fishing regulations and the 
general state of fisheries man-
agement. As most of you know 
Dr. Neill is a Past-President of 
the PSWSFA. He also serves 
as an Associate Commissioner 
of the Virginia Marine Resource 
Commission, Commissioner of 
the Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission and IGFA repre-
sentative. He has a wealth of 
knowledge concerning fishing 
in the state of Virginia and else-
where. Dr. Neill is an extremely 
busy man and I would like to ex-
tend my personal gratitude for 
his willingness to come speak 
to the club. I believe it will be a 
great way to get started again 
with the general membership 

the new ship in the James River 
Reserve Fleet so I finally had to 
accost a worker there. It is the 
LCPL Roy M. Wheat, named after 
the Marine who died in 1967 while 
fighting in Vietnam. He received the 
Medal of Honor for diving onto a 
bounding land mine he had tripped 
to save two fellow Marines.

The ship was part of the USNS 
fleet and is a heavy lift RORO 
originally built in the USSR. It’s 864’ 
long and 98’ wide. The ship was 
still in active service as late as Aug 
2020. I think it arrived sometime in 
March. 

 
Dr. Ken Neill will be speaking 

at this month’s meeting as a 
representative of the VMRC about 
new regulations and other VMRC 
happenings. 

The club currently has 40 paid 
members with 89 family members. 
We are also looking for ways to 
make money to help support the 
club. The club is also working 
towards getting our 401(c) 7 status 
which should help with getting 
donors.

Mike the Editor
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meetings. Directions to the lodge 
for this meeting are posted in 
this Chumline. 
The PSWSFA board has been 
working behind the scenes to 
maintain the business of the 
club. As you all know, the IBEW 
sold the building we have been 
using as meeting space for 
many years. Christina Grice 
and others worked hard to find 
a new meeting space without a 
lot of luck due to availability and 
cost. Our fate has recently tak-
en a turn for the better and we 
now have two options to assess 
as locations for the club meet-
ings. We have agreed to have 
the general membership meet-
ing for the month of June at the 
JOUAM Lodge in Poquoson and 
the meeting for the month of 
July will be held at St Mark’s in 
Hampton. We will then ask for 
some feedback before making a 
final decision as to which facility 
the meetings will be held moving 
forward.
As usual, Milton will be glad to 
give away some money for the 
monthly tournament winners and 
there will be plenty of door prizes 
and raffle prizes, along with the 
fifty-fifty give away. Make your 
plans now to join us at 7 pm on 
Tuesday June 15th. I hope to 
see you all there.
                        

Danny Forehand,
President PSWSFA

RARE MALE-FEMALE CRAB FINDS HOME 
AT LOWER EASTERN SHORE MUSEUM

June 1, 2021

If you’ve been around the Chesapeake Bay awhile, it’s likely you know 
the telltale signs of whether a blue crab is male or female: red claw tips 
and a wide apron (or underside, to non-crab enthusiasts) indicate female, 
blue claw tips and a T-shaped apron mean male.

Well, there’s a new attraction at the Delmarva Discovery Museum on the 
Pocomoke River that will have even the most faithful crab-eater confused. 
A crab that has recently taken up residence at the museum is half male, 
half female. Its apron is divided in half down the center, with half of each 
shape visible.

The unusual crab is called a bilateral gynandromorph, but commonly 
called hermaphrodite, the museum says. Only a few of these cases have 
ever been reported.

Back in 2005, the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) studied a 
bilateral gynandromorph pulled from the Bay by watermen David Johnson 
and Robert Watson of Deltaville. Neither the watermen nor the scientists 
had ever seen one. It even had one red claw, one blue. There were also 
reports of a similar crab caught off Smith Island in 1979.

Waterman Jerry Smith of Smith Island caught the newest one. He’s 
been crabbing for about 40 years, and recognized this one as something 
special when he saw it, and donated it to the grateful Delmarva Discovery 
Museum.

VIMS scientists hope that studying bilateral gynandromorphs could 
provide insight on crab sexual development and breeding, and might 
someday help researchers trying to breed blue crabs in captivity.

The rare crab is on display in an aquarium at the museum at 2 Market 
Street in Pocomoke, Md. To learn more, check out:
delmarvadiscoverymuseum.org.

-Meg Walburn Viviano
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Attention all members: This is a reminder that all memberships will now expire on the last 
day of February of each year. Forms are available from Johnny Boyd (membership committee). 

At the December 2019 board meeting the board voted to increase the dues by $10. As before, the 
$40 is per individual or family. We haven’t had a dues increase in pretty much forever and this will 
help the club pay for the increased cost of our meeting space as well as supporting events like the 
picnic, awards banquet, and fishing related events, organizations, and tournaments.

PSWSFA 2020 MEMBERSHIP

Dues: $40 per year for entire family*
(March through February - not prorated throughout the year)

Name:                                                                           Spouse:                                                    

Dependents Names and ages

1)                                                                      4)                                                                       
2)                                                                      5)                                                                       
3)                                                                      6)                                                                       

*Family most be living with you

Address:                                                                                                                                      
City:                                                         State:           Zip               Home Phone                       
E-Mail:                                                                                             Cell Phone:                          
Boat Name/Call Sign:                                                                                                                  
Total number in your membership:                        
Send this form with a check (payable to PSWSFA) to:  Please check one of the following:

 PSWSFA            Yes, please add my name to the club membership book
 P.O. Box 5194            No, please do not publish my information
 Newport News, VA 23605

2020 Club Officers   Board of Directors

Danny Forehand   Bill Tice  Johnny Boyd
President    John Hunt Jr.  David Agee
Milton Hudgins   Ronnie Wilson Steve Martin
Vice President   Gary Donaldson Jerald Abraham
Wally Veal    Dave Boyce  Don Lancaster
Secretary    Rick Wineman Mike Frielingsdorf
Christina Grice   Daily Vandergriff Wally Veal
Treasurer    
Charles Southall
Corresponding Secretary
Stan Simmerman
Past President
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Last Month’s
Mystery Fish:

The Indo-Pacific 
Sergeant fishVirginia’s summer fishing season is picking up. The water temp 

along the oceanfront is up to 69 degrees and Bay water is up to 71.

Red and black drum catches continue to increase. Most are 
coming from along the Eastern Shore, both seaside and bayside.

The cobia season opens June 15t but that’s not stopping anglers 
from practicing some catch and release.

A few large sheepshead have been caught, one topping 14 
pounds.

Tautog are still on structure, but the season is closed through 
June 30th.

Spanish Mackerel are starting to show up, mostly along the 
oceanfront.

Nice puppy drum as well as speckled trout and rockfish are 
available inside local inlets and in rivers. Flounder action is 
increasing.

The offshore boats running south from Rudee Inlet have been 
returning with some nice tuna.

Deep droppers have been doing very well on tilefish. Seabass 
season reopens again June 16th and remains open through 
December 31, 2021.

Abudefduf vaigiensis, the Indo-
Pacific Sergeant, occurs in a 
variety of tropical, marine habitats, 
including shallow coral reefs (to 15 
metres depth) and rocky shores. 
Where possible, juveniles may 
seek shelter amongst drifting 
seaweed which may help to 
disperse the species.

Like the Scissortail Sergeant, 
Abudefduf sexfasciatus, it bears 
5 broad, vertical bars, however 
it lacks dark streaks along the 
centre of each lobe of the tail fin. 
The upper flanks between the first 
and third dark bars are often bright 
yellow.

This species ranges from the 
Red Sea and eastern Africa, across 
the Indian Ocean, throughout 
Southeast Asia to the western and 
central Pacific Ocean.

In 1998 the species was found 
off the coast of Israel, having 
apparently migrated through the 
Suez Canal, which links the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean Sea.

Found in schools either feeding 
in the water column or tending their 
nests, among coral ledges and 
rocks over upper edges of outer 
reef slopes and inshore rocky 
reefs.

They feed high in the water 
column on benthic algae, small 
invertebrates and zooplankton.

Juveniles can be found under 
docks, jetties, and floating weeds.
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2 DEAD, INCLUDING CHILD, AFTER SKIFF COLLIDES WITH TUG ON  
ELIZABETH RIVER

May 20, 2021

Virginia Marine Police are investigating 
a boating collision that happened after dark 
on the Elizabeth River Wednesday night. An 
eight-year-old child and a 36-year-old man 
are dead, another man was injured in the 
crash.

Marine Police say a 19-foot Carolina Skiff 
impacted the 59-foot tugboat Miss Judy near 
the Jordan Bridge, reported around 9:15 p.m. 
Both vessels were underway at the time, and 
the Skiff was reportedly out fishing.

Coast Guard Station Portsmouth, US Navy, 
Virginia Marine Police, Norfolk Fire-Rescue, 
Chesapeake Fire-

Rescue and the Chesapeake Police Department all responded to the scene. The boat’s operator, 
David Myatt, 36, of Chesapeake, was pronounced dead on the scene. A boating companion, Matthew 
Tillman, 37, suffered minor injuries. An eight-year-old boy was rushed to Children’s Hospital of the 
King’s Daughters in serious condition, but later succumbed to his injuries.

According to Virginia Marine Police Chief Matthew Rogers, the child was the only person confirmed 
to be wearing a life jacket on the Skiff.

Chief Rogers says the tugboat was operating all of its appropriate and required lighting, while the 
Skiff had a green and red running light, but no all-around stern light. Police aren’t releasing any cause 
as the investigation continues, but in a press release they gave this statement:

“The Marine Police and Virginia Marine Resources Commission offers its deepest condolences to 
the family of the deceased and those involved in the accident.”

-Meg Walburn Viviano



6

CLEANUP OF OIL SPILL CONTINUES OFF ELIZABETH RIVER
May 26, 2021

A huge operation is underway in Norfolk to stop the damage from an oil spill in Steamboat 
Creek. The U.S. Coast Guard, several Vir-
ginia state agencies, and the city of Norfolk 
are working to clean up the oil and assess 
the damage.

Discovered Tuesday afternoon, the spill re-
portedly came from a “waste oil tank overflow 
incident” on shore. About 300 feet of shore-
line was impacted, but the Coast Guard still 
don’t know just how much oil was discharged 
into the water. The agency says the source is 
now secured.

Coast Guard Sector Virginia, Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality, Virginia 
Department of Emergency Management, and 
City of Norfolk Fire-Rescue teams are working with other agencies to get the spill under control.

Oil spill response teams deployed one mile of boom and have collected at least 200 gallons of 
waste oil mixed with water. They’ve cleaned up 130 bags of oiled debris in the first 24 hours since 
they first responded to the spill.

“Our focus is the unity of effort amongst our partner agencies in this ongoing clean up,” says Lt. 
Savannah Kuntz, the Coast Guard Federal On Scene Coordinator Representative. “Our goal is to 
minimize impacts to environmentally sensitive areas and species present, and we are so thankful to 
have state and local partners that are pivotal in our efforts.”

As of Wednesday night, the cleanup efforts were still ongoing.

-Meg Walburn Viviano
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 Lower Chesapeake Bay Fishing Report
28 May 2021

Could this be the year of the speck? Several 
readers report that four- and five-inch grubs 
and paddle tails are producing fish (mostly in 
the 18- to 20-inch range) when cast to points 
and rip-rap in the lower Rappahannock, 
the Piankatank, and to a lesser degree the 
Potomac. Schoolie rockfish are mixed in and 
though many are throwbacks there are plenty 
of slot fish in the mix. The Tackle Box reported 
that the specks are also at the salt islands 
and the Honga River. They mentioned that 
the shallows that anglers have been fishing 
for specks are also chock-full of schoolie 
stripers. Anglers casting around for them 
are finding stripers mixed in thick, and aren’t 
complaining!

Hampton Correspondent Chuck Harrison reports that fishing around the HRBT produced small 
croakers and gray trout, and winds as of late have made it difficult to get out to the CBBT. He also notes 
that there are schools of drum off the oceanfront. However, the area bite has been hot and then not, 
and it seems like one day there are lots of fish and then the next, they’re tough to come by. Speckled 
trout haven’t been shy near the shorelines — Ocean’s East reported that anglers using four-to-five inch 
twister and paddle tails have been smashing them. The specks this year are looking chunky too, with 
multiples in the upper teens and mid-to-low 20s common.

Ocean’s East also reported that this week came with multiple reports of cobia catches off the coast. 
Some of the fish were upwards of 40 pounds, and a couple boats had multiple hookups and catches 
within a day. They also reported the first of the tuna have been caught off Virginia Beach. Closer to 
home the Spanish and blues are trickling in and although their numbers aren’t huge yet some decent 
catches have been made in the Bay as well as along the oceanfront. No word yet on the sheeps and 
the spades, but it should come any day now.

Fishing with Charles Southall

Gabe Sava fished with Charles and Hunter Southall, Steve 
Martin and Cole Henderson aboard SpecialKate over memorial 
day weekend. In addition to good catches of gaffer Dolphin, Tiles, 
and Grouper Gabe landed an estimated 300 pound Blue Marlin 
topping off a great week.
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MAIL ENTRY FORMS TO:  
MR. MILTON HUDGINS

1894 KATIE LANE
HAYES, VA  23072  

(e-mail: judygee03@gmail.com)

Deadline for turning in your 2021 entry forms: 
Month of Entry Deadline (RegMtg)  Month  Deadline (Reg Mtg)
January       16 Feb  July          17 Aug
February       16 Mar  August          21 Sep
March        20 Apr  September         19 Oct
April        18 May   October          16 Nov
May        15 Jun    November         21 Dec
June        20 Jul         December     by Brd Mtg 14 Jan 2022

Monthly Tournament List
April 2021

Channel BAss
 Ken Neill   50” 
 Stan Simmerman 48”
 Wally Veal  48”

Speckled Trout
 Stan Simmerman 23.75”

Tautog
 Wally Veal  20.5””

Since we haven’t been holding regular meetings during the pandemic please send your entries to Milton by the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month by 7:00pm either as an email or snail mail to the address’ on the left (Yellow Box). Please direct any questions to Milton.

Monthly Tournament Contenders
Species Min Size

Albacore Tuna 35”

Amberjack 40”

Bigeye Tuna 40”

Black Drum 40”

Blackbelly Rosefish 14”

Blackfin Tuna 45”

Bluefin Tuna 45”

Bluefish 25”

Blueline Tilefish 20”

Blue Marlin Release

Channel Bass 40”

Cobia 40”

Croaker 16”

Dolphin 35”

False Albacore 25”

Flounder 22”

Golden Tilefish 30”

Gray Trout 24”

Grouper 16”

Jack Crevalle 36”

King Mackerel 35”

Pompano 12”

Sailfish Release

Sea Bass 15”

Shark 60”

Sheepshead 15”

Snapper 12”

Spadefish 18”

Spanish Mackerel 20”

Spearfish Release

Speckled Trout 21”

Spot 8”

Striped Bass 36”

Swordfish Release

Tarpon Release

Tautog 18”

Triggerfish 15”

Wahoo 40”

White Marlin Release

Whiting (Roundhead) 14”

Yellowfin Tuna 35”

Photo taken in 2017 by the Editor at Hilton Waikoloa 
lagoon, Da Big Island, Hawaii
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So you think you know 
your Fish

Name this Fish?
Answer next monthAs you might guess fishing in Hawaii can be excellent. I went out for half 

a day in 2013 and caught bait, but I’ll let the web continue.

Fishing in Kailua-Kona
Kona Fishing is quite possibly the best in the world when it comes to 

Big Game. The sheer number of trophy pelagics that can be found here 
is staggering. On any given day, you may encounter Blue and Striped 
Marlin, Mahi Mahi, Yellowfin Tuna (Ahi), Wahoo (Ono), and Shortbilled 
Spearfish. And when we say on any given day, we mean it. The thing 
which makes Kona such a dream location is that all these species are 
present all year round. 

 
Kona Marlin Fishing produces an average of two granders per year, 

where most top locations are proud to get one. The island chain’s 
only problem is the strong trade winds which can make the afternoons 
unfishable. Not so in Kona, though! Big Island’s mountains shield it from 
the worst of the winds, making for calm waters pretty much all the time. 
This makes it arguably the best Hawaiian island for fishing. The best of the 
best for big game sport fishing? Sign us up!

Known For
The thing that makes Kona deep sea fishing so productive is the fact 

that the sea floor drops so deep so quickly. Within ten minutes of leaving 
the dock you are fishing in 100 fathoms of water. This makes half day trips 
a viable option, and a very common one. Compare this to the mainland, 
where you need to travel 30 miles or more for even a glimpse of Billfish, 
and you start to see what all the buzz is about.

A Whole Host of Tuna
For many anglers, Hawaii is synonymous with Tuna fishing. The deep 

waters that surround this island chain are home to a variety of delicious, 
hard-fighting varieties, especially between May–September. June, July, 
and August are peak seasons, and perfectly align with summer vacation 
time!

Editor Note:
When I was in Hawaii in 

2017 I witnessed this jet ski 
returning from a few hours 
fishing just off shore on the 
Big Island at Isaac Hale 
Park, AKA Pohoiki, on the 
Southeast side of the island. 
He had three Ahi, two on his 
sled and one tied next to 
him. The baby was added 
after he returned. The small bay he was in in this picture was cut off from 
the ocean by the eruption of May 2018 and only a small saltwater lake 
remains.
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SPECIES MINIMUM SIZE
Albacore Tuna 35 inches

Amberjack 40 inches

Bigeye Tuna 40 inches

Black Drum 40 inches

Blackbelly Rosefish 14 inches

Blackfin Tuna 45 inches

Bluefin Tuna 45 inches

Bluefish 25 inches

Blueline Tilefish 20 inches

Blue Marlin Release

Channel Bass 40 inches

Cobia 40 inches

Croaker 16 inches

Dolphin 35 inches

False Albacore 25 inches

Flounder 22 inches

Golden Tilefish 30 inches

Gray Trout 24 inches

Grouper 16 inches

Jack Crevalle 36 inches

King Mackerel 35 inches

Pompano 12 inches

Sailfish Release

Sea Bass 15 inches

Shark 60 inches

Sheepshead 15 inches

Snapper 12 inches

Spadefish 18 inches

Spanish Mackerel 20 inches

Spearfish Release

Speckled Trout 21 inches

Spot 8 inches

Striped Bass 36 inches

Swordfish Release

Tarpon Release

Tautog 18 inches

Triggerfish 15 inches

Wahoo 40 inches

White Marlin Release

 Whiting (Roundhead) 14 inches

Yellowfin Tuna 35 inches

Eligible Fish for Monthly Tournament

SPECIES MINIMUM SIZE
Albacore Tuna 35”
Amberjack 40”
Bigeye Tuna 40”
Black Drum 40”
Blackbelly Rosefish 14”
Blackfin Tuna 45”
Bluefin Tuna 45”
Bluefish 25”
Blueline Tilefish 20”
Blue Marlin Release
Channel Bass 40”
Cobia 40”
Croaker 16”
Dolphin 35”
False Albacore 25”
Flounder 22”
Golden Tilefish 30”
Gray Trout 24”
Grouper 16”
Jack Crevalle 36”
King Mackerel 35”
Pompano 12”
Sailfish Release
Sea Bass 15”
Shark 60”
Sheepshead 15”
Snapper 12”
Spadefish 18”
Spanish Mackerel 20”
Spearfish Release
Speckled Trout 21”
Spot 8”
Striped Bass 36”
Swordfish Release
Tarpon Release
Tautog 18”
Triggerfish 15”
Wahoo 40”
White Marlin Release
 Whiting (Roundhead) 14”

Yellowfin Tuna 35”

Continued on Pg 10

Peninsula salt Water sPorts 
Fisherman’s assoc.

P.o. Box 5194
neWPort neWs, Va 23605

Directions to PSWSFA Meeting
IN JUNE

JOUAM Lodge - 10 Lodge Rd, Poquoson
From Rt 64 or Rt 17 in Yorktown turn East 
on Victory Blvd (Rt 171) towards Poquoson 
(Turns into Little Florida Rd when you cross 
over Wythe Creek Rd. it later turns into 
Poquoson Ave.(makes slight turn to the right). 
DO NOT turn left onto Poquoson Ave you will 
be going the wrong way.

From Wythe Creek Rd it is 2.78 miles. Turn 
right onto Lodge Rd. Hall is 3rd lot in on the 
right.
If you reach the Trinity United Methodist 
Church turn around and go back a block. 

WHAT’S UP NEXT & BEYOND

We  will be holding the June meeting at the 
J.O.U.A.M. Yorktown Council #66  at 10 Lodge Rd 
in Poquoson. Back River market USED to be on 
the corner. If you reach Trinity United Methodist 
church turn around and go back a block.
GPS Coord: 37.12843, -76.34711 (google map coords)

The July meeting will be held at the former 
St. Mark’s Episcopal church. It sits behind the 
Berceuse funeral home on Todd’s lane Hampton. 
Directions shown next month. Easy on/off from 64.


