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The PSWSFA is a family-oriented fishing club established in 1957. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
(March-Dec.) at 7:00pm. Unfortunately. we are currently on hold for meetings due to Covid 19. But when we finally get 
back to normal the meetings are free and open to the public and are a great place to swap stories with other local fishermen, 
find new fishing partners and plan trips together. We have raffles with nice giveaways-donated by local businesses plus 
prizes we buy ourselves. Each month we have speakers sharing their experience on one of the local fisheries. Come join us 
and get to know some of the other fishermen in your local area. 

Sorry for the delay with the 
Chumline but as many of you 
already know my wife of 48 years, 
Joanne, passed away on 4 February 
2021 after a long battle with liver 
disease and constant pain for over 
10 years.  It has been an extremely 
hard time for me not having my best 
friend and the love of my life with 
me any longer.

I’d also like to thank everyone 
that sent their condolences and 
prayers for my wife and myself. It 
was most welcome.

Unfortunately, we are still unable 
to have meetings thanks to the 
continuing Covid saga. Maybe by 
late spring if we can get enough 
people vaccinated. I finally got my 
1st shot on 3 March.

I am still looking for member 
contributions and pictures. The 
folks that have been giving me 
regular updates, thank you, and 
keep up the good work. Don’t forget 
to mention who is in a picture, my 
memory sucks no matter how many 
times I see your face.

ALSO, please don’t forget to 
pay your dues this month. We’ll be 
back to having meetings soonish. 
And remember, you must be 
a member to participate in our 
monthly tournaments.

Greetings all. The 2021 fishing season 
is upon us. A handful of people took 
advantage of the limited February 
black sea bass fishery and managed 
some nice catches of fish up to citation 
size. March 1st was the beginning of 
the 2021/2022 season for the club. Get 
in touch with Johnny Boyd to sign up. 
We are hoping to encourage more club 
members to participate in some of the 
club tournaments so we have changed 
things around a bit. Currently there 
is a tog tournament running through 
the12th. The triple threat has been 
changed to red drum. There will be a 
“most species in one day” tournament 
throughout the month of June. The July 
youth and ladies flounder and spanish 
mackerel tournament remain the 
same, as does the cobia tournament 
in August. We hope to be able to have 
the annual club picnic along with the 
spot tournament in September. Stay 
tuned for more details regarding all 
these tournaments.
As the weather turns , I hope you all 
get a chance to get out on the water 
and enjoy the wonderful fisheries 
we have available  to us in the lower 
Chesapeake Bay and Virginia Coastal 
waters.

Danny Forehand,
President PSWSFA

More news
At the March board meeting we 

discussed some of the tournaments 
for the year.

One was for the month of June 
and was for the most types of fish 
caught on a single day. You would 
need to keep a log of each fish 
caught, what day and time, and a 
witness to verify. If no witness than a 
picture with a date stamp (date and 
time should be within each file).  So 
if you fish 10 times during June you 
would enter the one day you caught 
the most types of fish. Tie breaker 
would be earliest date and time of 
last fish caught. So keeping track of 
date and time for each fish caught 
is important. Honesty obviously 
counts a lot. More info to follow.

There will also be a largest Red 
Drum tournament 1-30 May 2021. 
This will take the place of the Triple 
Threat which hasn’t been getting 
many entries in recent years (3 last 
year). Again, more info to follow.

A most spots on a puppy drum 
tournament is set for Sep or Oct. 
Would need a witness or a photo of 
both sides of the fish to count spots 
(no photoshopping spots) More info 
to follow.

Plus our ladies and youth 
tournament.

Mike the Editor



2

Attention all members: This is a reminder that all memberships will now expire on the last 
day of February of each year. Forms are available from Johnny Boyd (membership committee). 

At the December 2019 board meeting the board voted to increase the dues by $10. As before, the 
$40 is per individual or family. We haven’t had a dues increase in pretty much forever and this will 
help the club pay for the increased cost of our meeting space as well as supporting events like the 
picnic, awards banquet, and fishing related events, organizations, and tournaments.

PSWSFA 2020 MEMBERSHIP

Dues: $40 per year for entire family*
(March through February - not prorated throughout the year)

Name:                                                                           Spouse:                                                    

Dependents Names and ages

1)                                                                      4)                                                                       
2)                                                                      5)                                                                       
3)                                                                      6)                                                                       

*Family most be living with you

Address:                                                                                                                                      
City:                                                         State:           Zip               Home Phone                       
E-Mail:                                                                                             Cell Phone:                          
Boat Name/Call Sign:                                                                                                                  
Total number in your membership:                        
Send this form with a check (payable to PSWSFA) to:  Please check one of the following:

 PSWSFA            Yes, please add my name to the club membership book
 P.O. Box 5194            No, please do not publish my information
 Newport News, VA 23605

2020 Club Officers   Board of Directors

Danny Forehand   Bill Tice  Johnny Boyd
President    John Hunt Jr.  David Agree
Milton Hudgins   Ronnie Wilson Steve Martin
Vice President   Gary Donaldson Jerald Abraham
Rachel Nelson & Wally Veal Dave Boyce  Wes Blow
Secretary    Rick Wineman Don Lancaster
Christina Grice   Daily Vandergriff Mike Frielingsdorf
Treasurer    Wally Veal
Charles Southall
Corresponding Secretary
Stan Simmerman
Past President
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Last Month’s
Mystery Fish:

The Kob
(Argyrosomus japonicus)ASMFC Seeks Public Comment on the Atlantic Striped Bass 

Public Information Document for Draft Amendment 7: 
This is the first opportunity for the public to comment on what 

issues should be addressed in Amendment 7 of the Atlantic Striped 
Bass Fishery Management Plan. The 2018 stock assessment 
found the female spawning stock biomass has been the below the 
threshold since 2013, indicating the species is overfished. The public 
are invited to attend public hearings to provide input on these and 
other issues of concern as the amendment is developed. VMRC 
will host a public hearing on Wednesday March 10th from 6 to 8pm. 
[To register for the virtual Public Hearing  |  Public Information 
Document ]

ASMFC and MAFMC Seek Public Comment on the Bluefish 
Allocation and Rebuilding Amendment: The Council and 
Commission are seeking public comment on management options 
under consideration in the Bluefish Allocation and Rebuilding 
Amendment. The amendment contains alternatives to: 1) revise the 
fishery management plan (FMP) goals and objectives; 2) modify the 
bluefish allocations between commercial and recreational sectors; 
3) modify commercial allocations to the states; 4) initiate a rebuilding 
plan; 5) revise the quota transfer processes; 6) Revise how the FMP 
accounts for management uncertainty; and 6) revise the de minimis 
provisions in the Commission’s FMP. The public are invited to attend 
a public hearing to provide input on these proposed changes. VMRC 
will host a public hearing on Thursday, March 25, from 6-8 PM. [To 
register for the virtual Public Hearing  |  MAFMC Public Hearing 
Document (a summary)  |  ASMFC Draft Amendment ]

February 23, 2021: Results of the February 23rd Commission 
electronic meeting have been posted. [Commission Results]

Kob is known by many different 
names, depending on where 
you fish. Anglers in Australia call 
it Mulloway, Jewfish, Butterfish, 
Mully, and many other things, 
while those in South Africa stick 
to the simple name of Kob. 
Yet another name for this fish 
is Japanese Meagre, which 
most closely resembles its latin 
name. No matter what you call it 
or where you catch it, this is one 
beloved game fish!

Kob typically weigh around 
30 kg but can reach up to 70 kg 
on occasion. The IGFA world 
record is a 66.75 kg (147 lb 2 
oz) fish landed in Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa.

This species is distributed 
throughout the Indo-Pacific 
region, including coastal waters 
around southern Australia, 
South Africa, India, Pakistan, 
China, Japan, and Korea. Young 
Kob live inshore, while mature 
fish tend to stay just beyond 
the surf zone, over soft sandy 
areas. On occasion, these fish 
move into estuaries and the 
upper tidal limits of coastal 
rivers. River-mouths near rocky 
beaches are an especially good 
place to fish for them.
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REPORT: CLIMATE CHANGE A MAJOR THREAT TO 
RECREATIONAL FISHING

23 February 2021

A new report by fly fishing industry leaders brings to light what scientists have long known: that fishing is 
suffering from the effects of climate change—and offers solutions.

The American Fly Fishing Trade Association and its nonprofit AFFTA Fisheries Fund released the report last 
week, which acknowledges, “Climate change is significantly affecting ocean ecosystems, the abundance and 
distribution of fish, and the nature of saltwater fishing.”

AFFTA sees the effects of climate change and overfishing as principal threats to fisheries that the fly-fishing 
industry has long fought to address. This blue-ribbon report offers a systematic approach to strengthen marine

fisheries conservation and management, support recreational fisheries, and lead to more abundant marine 
fisheries in all U.S. ocean waters.

Though the report looks at these issues on a national scale, it offers many recommendations that apply to 
the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, from warming of upland coldwater brook trout streams to effects on 
oyster shells and loss of shoreline habitats. One particularly applicable example is the report’s commitment to 
work with coastal states to increase the size and distribution of seagrass beds, by improving water quality and 
planting grasses. It notes that coastal ecosystems like marshes and grassbeds are capable of absorbing carbon 
at rates up to four times those of forests on land.

However, warming water contributes to sea-level rise that damages those grassbeds and marshes, and the 
increased warmth stresses critical species like eelgrass. In addition, warmer water has less capacity to hold 
gas, decreasing dissolved oxygen in coastal waters and increasing low-

oxygen “dead zones”. Changes in oxygen levels are affecting habitats, compressing species like striped bass 
into narrow layers in the water column, which leads to overfishing.

The report finds as coastal waters absorb carbon dioxide and become more acidic, they damage the 
shells of mollusks (like oysters) and crustaceans (like crabs and shrimp). All of these problems are happening 
simultaneously, impacting where fish live, their productivity, and their life cycles.

Such changes trigger species to shift their natural ranges, making it more difficult to manager fisheries. For 
example, between New England and the mid-Atlantic, the center of black sea bass abundance has shifted north 
200 miles, from waters off Virginia to New Jersey and Long Island. Summer flounder have shifted even more, 
by about 250 miles.

Extreme weather events driven by climate change can also affect fish spawning and nursery grounds, in 
which the young of certain species like river herring and striped bass depend on both seasonal current flow 
and the presence of certain plankton to hatch and grow. Recent flooding events in Chesapeake rivers have 
increased the flow of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution to the Bay system, requiring adjustments to 
cleanup strategies.

To respond to these challenges, AFFTA recommends that states and the federal government work together on 
three solutions: an adequately-funded climate-fisheries initiative to help fishery managers, clear legal standards 
to address conflicts over how harvest limits are allocated, and for coastwide fishery managers to accounting for 
the effects of climate change when setting catch levels.

-John Page Williams
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USCG TO ENFORCE NEW BOATING CUTOFF SWITCH LAW
12 March 2021

Remember the kill switch and lanyard that came with your boat? A new federal boating law requires you 
to use it every time your boat is going fast enough to get up on plane.

The Coast Guard announced that as of April 1, 2021, it will implement the new law passed by Congress. 
It applies to operators of recreational vessels less than 26 feet, with an engine capable of 115 lbs. of static 
thrust, at 3hp or more.

Kill switch use will be required only when the primary helm is not within an enclosed cabin, and when 
the boat is operating “on plane or above displacement speed,” the Coast Guard specifies. Cutoff switches 
would not need to be used when operating in no-wake zones, trolling, or docking, for example.

An engine cut-off switches (ECOS) or kill switch attaches to the helm or outboard motor. It typically 
includes a cord that attaches to the switch, automatically shutting the vessel’s motor down when it’s yanked 
hard enough.

The ECOS prevents runaway vessels and the havoc they can cause—continuing on course with no one 
aboard, or running in circles and striking the driver who is stranded in the water with the propeller. “These 
dangerous runaway vessel situations put the ejected operator, other users of the waterway, and marine law 
enforcement officers and other first responders in serious danger,” The Coast Guard says.

In 2019 Bay Bulletin reported on a terrifying situation caught on video near Bethany Beach, Del. A woman 
and child were thrown from a small powerboat towing a tube with two more children on it. The unmanned 
boat continued to circle in a high-traffic area on the Indian River, while Delaware Fish and Wildlife Natural 
Resources Police managed to pull up alongside it and shut it down. The boat’s operator wasn’t using an 
engine cutoff switch.

The majority of boats have been built for decades equipped with an ECOS, and the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 2018 (Section 503) required makers of covered recreational boats (less than 26 feet 
in length, with an engine capable of 115 lbs. of static thrust) to have an ECOS installed on boats produced 
after December 2019.

The Coast Guard says the April 2021 simply requires recreational boaters to use the critical safety 
equipment that is already present on their boat. In Maryland and Virginia (along with 42 other states) it’s 
already required to use an ECOS on personal watercraft.

Wireless ECOS have recently been developed and are approved for use under the new law. The operator 
carriers an electronic fob that senses when it is submerged in water, activating the ECOS and turning the 
engine off. These are beginning to be available as manufacturer-installed options, and you can also buy 
them on the aftermarket.

The Coast Guard recommends you check your ECOS system regularly to make sure it works. Read more 
about the new Coast Guard requirement here: https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/Engine-Cut-Off-
Switch-FAQ.php

-Meg Walburn Viviano
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Some nice fish caught on Rick Wineman’s boat in early February
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MAIL ENTRY FORMS TO:  
MR. MILTON HUDGINS

1894 KATIE LANE
HAYES, VA  23072  

(e-mail: judygee03@gmail.com)

Deadline for turning in your 2021 entry forms: 
Month of Entry Deadline (RegMtg)  Month  Deadline (Reg Mtg)
January       16 Feb  July          17 Aug
February       16 Mar  August          21 Sep
March        20 Apr  September         19 Oct
April        18 May   October          16 Nov
May        15 Jun    November         21 Dec
June        20 Jul         December     by Brd Mtg 14 Jan 2022

Monthly Tournament List
December 2020

Sea Bass
 Wally Veal -   23.00” 

Big Eye Tuna
 Gabe Sava-   65”

Striped Bass
 Lexi Sava -   52”
 Danny Forehand 52”

Speckled Trout
 Stan Simmerman 23.5”

    January 2021
Striped Bass
Gabe Sava   50”

Speckled Trout
 Stan Simmerman 23.5”
    21.5”

Since we haven’t been holding regular meetings during the pandemic please send your entries to Milton by the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month by 7:00pm either as an email or snail mail to the address’ on the left (Yellow Box). Please direct any questions to Milton.

Monthly Tournament Contenders
Species Min Size

Albacore Tuna 35”

Amberjack 40”

Bigeye Tuna 40”

Black Drum 40”

Blackbelly Rosefish 14”

Blackfin Tuna 45”

Bluefin Tuna 45”

Bluefish 25”

Blueline Tilefish 20”

Blue Marlin Release

Channel Bass 40”

Cobia 40”

Croaker 16”

Dolphin 35”

False Albacore 25”

Flounder 22”

Golden Tilefish 30”

Gray Trout 24”

Grouper 16”

Jack Crevalle 36”

King Mackerel 35”

Pompano 12”

Sailfish Release

Sea Bass 15”

Shark 60”

Sheepshead 15”

Snapper 12”

Spadefish 18”

Spanish Mackerel 20”

Spearfish Release

Speckled Trout 21”

Spot 8”

Striped Bass 36”

Swordfish Release

Tarpon Release

Tautog 18”

Triggerfish 15”

Wahoo 40”

White Marlin Release

Whiting (Roundhead) 14”

Yellowfin Tuna 35”
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ASMFC WINTER MEETING ROCKFISH UPDATE
Last week, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) held its winter meetings, including for 
the Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board, via livestreamed webinar. These meetings were open to the 
public so we sat in to learn what we could about 
what the ASMFC has in mind and what may be 
coming down the pike.

Our biggest take-away, after listening in for three 
hours? Thanks to Covid of all things, striped bass 
management just became more difficult. Several 
times, committee and board members, scientists, 
and regulators noted that 2020 was the first year 
of implementation of Addendum VI management 
measures (the new limits and restrictions, in plain 
English), but thanks to Covid-19, efforts to track 
just what impact those measures had are “highly 
uncertain.” Survey data is incomplete and/or non-
existent for certain areas and timeframes, and as 
a result, the ASMFC may have to recalibrate and 
push many decisions back by a year. Some of the 
other pertinent items we heard about included:
• There was a lot of debate over exclusions for the use of circle hooks, related to some northern tactics and 

the “tube rig” fishery, which boils down to sweetening a lure with a strip of bait, and whether or not circle 
hooks should be mandated for this type of rigging.

• Unfortunately, despite the sparring over tube rigs and artificial/bait combos, what we’ve learned about 
circle hooks here on the Bay over the past few years - that they are no panacea, and depending on size, 
type, rigging, and angling method in some cases result in just as many gut-hooked fish as J-hooks - was 
not a real factor of consideration. Managers are still working under the assumption that they reduce mor-
tality across the board.

• At least a couple members did point out that the circle hook regs may have been adopted a bit too quickly 
without sufficient study, and noted the need for more science in that regard.

• Managers are still working under the nine-percent mortality assumption, based on the “best available sci-
ence,” even though everyone pretty much understands that this MRIP-generated figure is accepted only 
because we don’t have any modern, science-based studies that differentiate between tactics, gear, water 
temperature, and all the other variables affecting release mortality. This is a shameful cop-out because we 
do have the tech to perform such a study in the Chesapeake Bay (piecemeal studies are being performed 
at this very moment, in some other states), just not the political will to make it happen. See The Future 
of the Striper Fishery: Demand Action on Striper Science Now for a complete run-down on the issue.

So, where do we end up as we look forward to the future of striped bass? After all the debate, the waters re-
main cloudy. And thanks to the data-stream interruption caused by Covid it’s now harder than ever to predict 
what will come next, much less what should come next. The best way to keep up with the latest is to sign 
up for the ASMFC Constant Contact email list, or join CCA, which sends out reminders and emails as these 
meetings and news pop up.

13 Feb 2021
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2021 PSWSFA Tournaments Rules
ALL Club Tournaments (Except as noted on previous page):

• Entry Fees: $20 for member & $30 for non-member. Youth and Ladies croaker/flounder tourney is free.
• You must register before fishing by e-mailing Rick Wineman:  rick@getanetsportfishing.com  or call 757-

268-1539.
• Leaving a message will be sufficient to register, give all anglers names (specify club members and club 

guest), and also give a phone number.
• Guest(s) must fish with at least one member on boat/shore/pier/kayak
• Use a club “Official Entry Form” and weigh in fish at any Va. Saltwater Tournament official weigh station. 

Record the weight of fish, date and time caught and have the weigh master sign the form to verify catch.  If 
two identical fish are caught on the same day, the earlier fish wins. That is why time is so important.  Triple 
Threat entries require witness or photo since this is a length total tourney.

• All pertinent PSWSFA bylaws apply
To register or ask questions, e-mail Rick Wineman, Tournament Director 
at rick@getanetsportfishing.com or call Rick @ 757-268-1539

MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS:   With the fish lying on a flat 
surface, measure in quarter inch increments, from the tip of the 
mouth to the tip of the tail with the fish in a natural position and 
the mouth closed. Please note the flounder is an example only.

Tournament Results
The 2020 PSWSFA Triple Threat Tournament sponsored by Bishop Fishing Supply ran from April 1, 2020 through July 

31, 2020.  The annual winner is based on the combined total number of inches of a Red Drum, Black Drum and Cobia.

1st Place – Wally Veal – 102” – 53.5” Red Drum and 48.5” Cobia.  First Place Gift Certificate from Bishop Fishing Supply 
and $24 from PSWSFA. 

2nd Place – Rick Wineman – 94.5” – 53.5” Red Drum and 41” Cobia

The 2020 PSWSFA Youth and Ladies Croaker / Spanish Mackerel Tournament ran from July 1 – 31, 2020. This 
annual free tournament is open to ladies and youth PSWSFA members and guests.

Ladies (Spanish Mackerel)
1st Place – Chauntea Shield – 1.69 lb / 19” Spanish Mackerel caught at York Spit ($100 from PSWSFA)

Youth (Spanish Mackerel)
1st  Place – Chelsea Shield – 2.72 lb / 22.5” Spanish Mackerel caught at York Spit ($100 from PSWSFA)
2nd Place – Grayson Shield – 1.68 lb / 18” Spanish Mackerel caught at York Spit ($40 from PSWSFA)

The 2020 PSWSFA Spot Tournament sponsored by Grafton Fishing Supply ran from September 19th thru the 20th. This 
annual tournament is a weight tournament with two categories and 1st – 3rd place winners for “Adult Entries” and “Youth 
Entries”.  Overall winner goes to the heaviest fish.

Spot (Adult)
1st Place – Chauntea Shield – 0.64 lb Overall Winner ($64 from PSWSFA) + Gift from sponsor Grafton Fishing Supply
2nd Place – David Shield – 0.61 lb ($48 from PSWSFA)
3rd Place – Wally Veal – 0.30 lb ($24 from PSWSFA)

Spot (Youth)
1st Place – Grayson Shield – 0.59 lb ($64 from PSWSFA)
2nd Place – Chelsea Shield – 0.58 lb ($48 from PSWSFA)
3rd Place – Cristiano Strickland – 0.35 lb ($24 from PSWSFA)
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So you think you know 
your Fish

Name this Fish?
Answer next month

Fishing in Iceland
With fertile oceans and freshwater leaking from seemingly every pore of 

lava rock, it is no wonder Iceland has so many fish. Its number of different 
species - particularly in the lakes and rivers - are surprisingly few, but in 
terms of individuals, there is no shortage. Its oceans are breeding grounds 
for many species, and often the only places where endangered specimens 
such as Halibut can be found in high numbers.

Saltwater Fish in Iceland          
It was largely the ocean’s fisheries that kept Icelanders alive for 

a millennium. The wealth of nutrition carried to the coasts by the Gulf 
Stream has allowed for an abundance of food to bloom, and such food 
has supported Icelanders as much as it has the nation’s many whales, 
dolphins, seals and seabirds.

Atlantic Catfish
One of the most commonly caught fish in Iceland is the Atlantic Catfish 

(Steinbítur in Icelandic). It is, in fact, the cheapest available from shops, 
and usually what you are getting when you purchase the Icelandic delicacy 
of dried fish.

Atlantic Cod
Cod (Þorskur in Icelandic) is the favourite fish of New England and the 

UK, and, remembering that three wars were fought over it, it is similarly 
loved in Iceland. In spite of it being vulnerable throughout much of the 
Atlantic, it is still rather abundant here, and catching or purchasing it has 
less ethical concerns than throughout much of the rest of the world.

Haddock
Haddock (Ýsa in Icelandic) are another species that are vulnerable 

globally, but have thriving breeding grounds in Iceland and are thus little 
threatened here. They have formed a large part of the Icelandic diet since 
settlement, and are used in some classic dishes. The most notable of 
these is smoked haddock from the Arctic island of Grímsey.

Others
Mackerel (Boston), Atlantic Halibut, and Pollock

Sea Angling in Iceland
Sea angling is difficult to do independently unless you fish from the 

shore. The easiest, most stress-free place to do this is at Reykjavík’s Old 
Harbour. Here, you can rent a rod for approximately $30 an hour, and 
start angling from the end of the pier. This is a great way to break up a day 
of city sightseeing and to hook up a meal without leaving the capital. (Not 
sure where you are supposed to cook it though)

Boat tours which will take you to much more bountiful fishing spots, 
however, run all around the country. (It seems a lot of tours are more 
interested in whale and puffin watching.)

Finding information about charters for saltwater fishing in Iceland is a bit 
scarce but judging by how much they want to rent a rod for an hour one 
can only imagine what it costs to go out to sea for several hours when gas 
is $6-7 dollars a gallon. Just bring large wads of cash with you.
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NOAA funds VIMS to study impact of ocean acidification on oysters
by David Malmquist |  February 16, 2021

Team will assess vulnerability of aquaculture and restoration efforts in Bay
The excess carbon dioxide responsible for global warming also increases the acidity of seawater, 

challenging the growth and survival of oysters and other shellfish. A team led by researchers at the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science is now helping oyster growers and restoration specialists better 
manage their future responses to acidification in the Chesapeake Bay.

The team, funded by the NOAA Ocean Acidification Program, is led by VIMS researchers Marjy 
Friedrichs and Emily Rivest, along with David Wrathall of Oregon State University. Other team members 
include Mark Brush, Pierre St-Laurent, and Karen Hudson of VIMS, Aaron Bever of Anchor QEA, 
and Bruce Vogt of NOAA’s Chesapeake Bay Office. The team calls their project STAR, for Shellfish 
Thresholds and Aquaculture Resilience.

“Coastal acidification and its associated co-stressors present 
a serious and credible threat to the success of both oyster 
aquaculture and oyster restoration in the Bay,” says Friedrichs. The 
co-stressors include nutrient pollution, warmer Bay waters, and 
pulses of freshwater from rainstorms made more intense by global 
atmospheric changes. Previous research has shown these factors 
can intensify the negative impacts caused by ocean acidification 
alone.

Increased seawater acidity hampers the growth and survival of 
oysters and other shellfish by eating away at their calcium carbonate 
shells, the same process that causes carbonated sodas to corrode 
the enamel of human teeth. It also reduces the number of carbonate 
ions dissolved in seawater, making it more difficult for oysters to build 
their shells in the first place. Acidification is particularly challenging 
to oyster larvae and juveniles.

Project Goals
The goal of the 3-year project is to understand the vulnerability of shellfish 

aquaculture and restoration efforts to ocean acidification. To accomplish 
this, the team is integrating results from a high-resolution, 3-D model of the 
Chesapeake Bay; water-quality data from ongoing monitoring programs; 
recent studies of ocean acidification and its effects on shellfish; and 
information from aquaculture stakeholders. The study will develop tools for 
forecasting acidification thresholds to help commercial shellfish growers 
make more informed decisions, thus helping to protect an industry that 
in recent years has generated around $15 million in farm-gate value in 
Virginia, and $9 million in Maryland.

“Recent research has given us a clearer understanding of the physiological 
vulnerability of oysters to ocean acidification,” says Rivest, “but we still 
lack a basic understanding of how vulnerability might differ among oyster 
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hatcheries, farms, public-harvest reefs, or coastal restoration 
projects. This knowledge gap is what motivated us to submit our 
proposal.”

The study represents a state-of-the-art integration of physical, 
ecological, biological, and social dimensions of oyster aquaculture. 
“The impacts of ocean acidification aren’t just a problem for the 
physical sciences,” says Wrathall. “Addressing them also requires 
a profound understanding of the economic, political, and regulatory 
pressures that oyster growers face.” The study will include social 
science field research focusing on key stakeholders in Virginia and 
Maryland.

VIMS’ $1.1 million Chesapeake Bay oyster project is one of many 
vulnerability assessment efforts around the U.S.; one element of the 
nationwide strategy NOAA is using to guide acidification science for 
the coming decade. Developed by nearly 70 federal researchers and 
academic partners, the strategy calls for a Regional Vulnerability 
Assessment (RVA) in each of six U.S. regions with differing ocean 
conditions, marine species, and industry concerns.

“Years of physical, biological, ecological research has paved the 
way to understand the vulnerability of human communities and 
industries, says Erica Ombres, NOAA Ocean Acidification Program Manager.  “This important work 
shows us how we can adapt and be resilient in the face of a changing ocean.”

Related Work
The current project builds on the findings of several previous projects funded at VIMS by the NOAA 

Southeast RVA program, which focused on how ocean acidification affects oyster physiology and the 
chemistry of the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem. The new project will add a detailed analysis of the 
oyster industry gained through interviews and questionnaires administered to growers, watermen, and 
restoration managers and practitioners. By integrating these sociological data with information from 
their high-resolution, biogeochemical computer model, the researchers hope to be able to project 
when and how levels of ocean acidity might exceed thresholds of resilience identified by the different 
stakeholder groups.

Also funded this year were vulnerability assessments in the Northeast and California Current. The 
Northeast Region project will assess the vulnerability of the $500 million sea-scallop fishery to ocean 
acidification. The California Current project will assess the vulnerability of coastal fishing communities 
in California and Oregon. The other three RVA regions are the Gulf of Alaska, Gulf of Mexico, and Coral 
Ecosystems.
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Existing VA State Record Swordfish Crushed!
A 597-pound swordfish, caught September 

25, 2020 by Nicholas Kontodiakos of Norfolk, 
VA, has been certified as the new Virginia 
State Record by the Virginia Saltwater Fishing 
Tournament. Kontodiakos’ catch surpasses 
the existing record of 466-pounds, caught 
on August 16, 2019, by Tony Gower Jr. of 
Virginia Beach, VA.

The record setting catch was made off 
Virginia Beach while drifting along the 
southern edge of the Norfolk Canyon in 1,000 
feet of water during a daytime deep dropping 
trip for swordfish. The massive swordfish hit a 
bait suspended at about 800-feet.

Kontodiakos, a rescue diver for the Navy, 
and fishing buddy Trey Wallace, with part 
time experience as a charter boat mate, left 
Rudee Inlet at 4:30 AM aboard the angler’s 2007, 29-foot SeeVee. After arriving at their designated location 
they made several long drifts and had a couple of bites that did not come tight. The lines were set for “one 
more drift” before they planned to head in for the day to arrive at Rudee Inlet shortly after dark. But at 3:30 PM 
those plans changed as the deep “buoy rod,” with a rigged dolphin belly on a blue and white skirt, came tight. 
After wrestling with the fish for nearly 5 hours it was clear it was a large swordfish, and when the fish was finally 
secured at the transom, they began to relax. But securing the fish to the transom was just round one. Round 
two would consist of couple of hours of stop and go, inching the fish onto the deck on each stop, tying it off and 
then running until they were recovered enough to resume their tug of war. Finally, with the fish on the deck and 
the tuna door closed, it was non-stop to Rudee Inlet.

Kontodiakos’ passion to land a swordfish began 10 years earlier while living on the east coast of Florida. He 
admits “I had no idea how to go about catching them.” After moving to Virginia Beach and realizing there were 
swordfish to be had off the Virginia coast some 60 miles plus, “I decided I needed a bigger boat.” Unfortunately, 
even with a bigger boat, his lack of success in Florida had tagged along to Virginia. It got so bad he sometimes 
had to settle for fishing alone. “No one wanted to fish with me because I never came back with any fish.” 
Relentlessly perusing information on the internet to aid in catching a swordfish plus talking to successful anglers 
along the east coast for additional insight eventually began to payoff and his success improved markedly in 
recent years. “I think I’ve caught a swordfish in every month of the year except maybe January.”

It was nearly midnight when the pair pulled inside Rudee Inlet. A call had already been made to alert the 
Virginia Beach Fishing Center of the catch and the boat’s bow was pointed straight to the Fishing Center’s 
main dock. Representatives from the Fishing Center were at dockside to assist and a small crowd of interested 
onlookers had already assembled despite the late hour.

The mammoth swordfish would weigh an incredible 597-pounds–besting the former state record by 131 
pounds! The fish measured 180 inches total length with a lower jaw fork length of 111 inches while sporting a 
hefty girth of 69 inches. Kontodiakos used a custom Joe Leffler 80-pound class rod, teamed with a Shimano 
Tiagra 50 reel, spooled with 80-pound PowerPro braided line and topped off with a 25-foot, 250-pound Moni 
mono leader with a Mustad 7691, 11/0 hook, attached to the business end.

For more information, contact Lewis S. Gillingham, Director, Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament, 380 
Fenwick Road, Fort Monroe, VA 23651, (757) 247-2013 or vswft@mrc.virginia.gov
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Directions to PSWSFA Meeting
One of these months

Currently on hold
Trinity United Methodist Church
1294 Poquoson Ave, Poquoson, VA 23662

From Rt 64 or Rt 17 in Yorktown turn East 
on Victory Blvd (Rt 171) towards Poquoson 
(Turns into Little Florida Rd when you 
cross over Wythe Creek Rd. then turns into 
Poquoson Ave.) If you pass Messick Rd you 
went too far. It’s like going to Messick point 
boat ramp, but shorter. 6.6mi from Rt 17.

WHAT’S UP NEXT & BEYOND

March - Meeting IS CANCELED 

If you know of any place that can hold up to 75 
folks, we may consider 50, and doesn’t cost the 
earth, please let Danny Forehand, our president, 
know about it ASAP at his email address below.
fish4funtoday@gmail.com


